Behavioral Aspects of Frontal Lobe Epilepsy.
There is growing interest in disorders of behavior, personality, and mood associated with focal epilepsies, though the neuropsychological and behavioral or psychiatric aspects of epilepsy have usually been treated separately. The causes of behavioral disorders in patients with focal epilepsies are multifactorial, though the positive effects of seizure control on behavior suggest that state dependency is a major contributing factor. Patients with temporal lobe epilepsy manifest depression, anxiety, neuroticism, and social limitations, as well as impaired memory. By contrast, studies of cognitive function in patients with frontal lobe epilepsy show executive dysfunctions in response selection/initiation and inhibition, as well as cognitive impairment, hyperactivity, conscientiousness, obsession, and addictive behaviors.